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GLENWOOD SPRINGS, CO – Construction activity will be getting underway this 
month to enlarge the storage capacity of Elkhead Reservoir and will continue through the 
spring of 2007. The Colorado River Water Conservation District (Colorado River 
District) awarded a $17.8 million contract to Ames Construction to proceed with 
enlargement of the dam and related construction at Elkhead Reservoir.  The enlargement 
project will create 12,000 acre-feet of new water storage to improve streamflows in the 
Yampa River for endangered fish and to provide additional water for the residents of the 
Yampa River Basin. 
 
Enlargement construction activities include improvements to the reservoir’s dam, 
spillway, outlet works, recreation facilities and adjacent county roads.  While 
construction is underway, a detour will be provided to replace the closed portion of 
County Road 28 that passes over the dam crest and through the construction zone.  The 
detour will cross a portion of the newly exposed reservoir basin, reopening the previously 
submerged County Road 78 at Greenwood Cove and permitting access to Routt County 
on the reservoir’s east side. 
 
Enlargement construction activities will impact the entire reservoir site, prompting 
closure of the reservoir and surrounding State Park lands until Spring 2007. The closure 
is a public safety and construction site safety issue and the area will be patrolled by local 
law enforcement agencies. 
 
When the State Park reopens in 2007, visitors will find new roads, campgrounds, boat 
ramps and other improvements funded by the enlargement project and the Colorado 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. 
 
The reservoir’s elevation has been lowered over the course of the last several months to 
permit construction to begin, and will remain at a reduced level throughout the 
construction process. The first stage of construction will be the partial demolition of the 
existing spillway and the installation of a screen to keep non-native fish species in the 
reservoir.   
 



Preventing escapement of non-native fish species, such as smallmouth bass and northern 
pike, from Elkhead Reservoir will preserve future fishing opportunities in the reservoir 
and will avoid conflicts with endangered and other non-native fish species in the Yampa 
River.  
 
The Elkhead Enlargement Project is a partnership of local, state and federal agencies.  As 
partners in the Upper Colorado River Endangered Species Recovery Program, the 
Colorado Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation are 
providing funding for the portion of new water storage that will be used to enhance flows 
in the Yampa River to benefit the recovery of four endangered fish species to self-
sustaining levels.  The Colorado River District is funding the portion of storage dedicated 
to meeting human needs in the Yampa River Basin.  The City of Craig and the Craig 
Station power plant, owners of the existing water storage in Elkhead Reservoir, are 
cooperating with the project.  Stagecoach Reservoir will provide a temporary emergency 
water supply to meet any shortfall in water deliveries from Elkhead Reservoir during the 
construction period. 
 
More information on the Elkhead Enlargement Project is available on the web at 
www.crwcd.org/elkhead.  
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